
CLS-Professional Development Committee  
Co-Chairs: Elin O’Hara & Samantha Franklin  

Annual Meeting Minutes-2009 
 

Present: Elin O’Hara-Gonya, Beth Avery, Gloria Creed-Dikeogu, Diane Fulkerson, Lori 
Elizabeth Buchanan 
 

• Contact info: Committee members must update their contact information. There 
are 2 members with dead email addresses and phone numbers.  After Annual, I 
will send a reminder out to the committee to check the committee roster web page 
and update the contact information there if necessary. 

• New Co-chair: Since co-chair Elin O’Hara will be rotating off committee, 
another co-chair is needed. Beth Avery volunteered to act as committee co-chair 
if necessary.  The new co-chair will be added as an administrator to the new 
committee wiki. 

• Wiki: The Annual Conference meeting wiki was well-received. It was, however, 
disturbing that only 3 committee members participated in the wiki creation.  The 
committee will develop a new wiki section to which editors can add lists of prof. 
devel. resources organized by region. The state librarians’ organizations put on 
events that could be listed here. 

• Professional Development Data: The previously compiled professional 
development data is outdated. Beth Avery will develop a new survey in Survey 
Monkey after annual, once survey fatigue may have decreased, gauging CLS 
members’ professional development interests. 

• Brainstorming: Given tight financial times, the committee may be able to help 
fill-in professional development gaps by organizing a series of online chats using 
freeware like AOL Chat in lieu of using webinar hosting software like Learning 
Times. This would no financial outlays provided that the “speakers” provided 
their services for free.  Publicity could be conducted using the list-servs.  It is 
crucial that these chats stay free, since fewer people can afford to pay for their 
online professional development out of pocket. A pre-conference is out of the 
question since ACRL/ALA charge usurious amounts for their professional 
development events. 

• Collaboration: There is some doubt whether this committee is even needed 
anymore since its services are duplicated by myriad other sections and 
committees.  However, committee members will investigate collaborating with 
these other Education/Professional Development committees to compile more 
thorough listings of professional development resources. 
 


